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CALIFOERENIA PRISONERRS

1951

Prizcners Heceived and Relessed from Prison and Parole

This report is the sacond annﬁal release which has beet issued presenting
summary statistical information relating to California prisoners., The previous
ennual report coversd the calendar year 1950. Prior to that, a five-year study
was published covering the years 1945-49.

During the calendar year 1951, the population of the seven institutions
of the Department of Corrections incressed from 11,598 at the beginning of the
year to 11,939 on Decembsr 31, an increase of 341 prisoners. The distribution

of population by institution at the end of each of the last three years was as

follows:
Instituti . December 31
nEL1LUt1on . 19&9 1950' __L__%?E}M__
Total population . ... .. .. . . ... | 10,899 11,598 11,939
California Institution for Men, Chino. . . . | 1,739 ] 1,782 2,096
Deuel Vocational Institution, Lancaster = gz ! 542 L5
Folsom Prison . ... . .. .. . . ... 2,775 2,753 2,392
falifornia Medical Facility, Terminal Island. - 662 1,010
Ssn Quentin Prison . ... ... . . . .. .. 4,775 4,712 4, Th2
3eledad Prison ... .. .. . . . 770 8oz 836
falifornia Institution for Women, Tehachapi .. ' 318 325 388




The greater populstion at the end of 1951 in both the California Institution
for Men at Chine snd thae Wedical Facility at Terminsl Island resulted from addi-
tions to the physical plant mede during the year at those institutions., A new
recaption-guidance center was opened at Chine to serve the southern part of the

State, which enlarged the capacity of that institution by LO0; and additional

barracks space was made availsble at Terming]l Island 3o that 300 more men could

be cared for there.



MOVEMENT OF PRISON AND PAROLF POPULATICH

The movement of prison population For each of the two years, 1350 and 1951,
iz shown in Table 1 for three classes of prisoners, adult men, Youth Authority
wards, and women, The adult men amnd ths women were committed to prison after
eonviction of & felony offense in the superior courts of the State, The Youth
Authority male group is mede up of wards committed to the Youth Authority who
wers placed by that Authority in faecilities of the Department of Corrections for
care angd treatment., The Deuel Vocational Institution at Lancaster, maintained
by the Department of Corrections, hes been used since its inception slmost en-
tirely for Youth Authority boys. On December 31, 1951, of the 582 Youlh Authority
males in the Department of Correctionst institutlions, 525 were in the Deuel
Vocational Institution or the Reception-Guidance Center st Chino, and the re-
mainder were in other institutions of the Department. As these wards are ac-
counted for in reports praparad by the Youth Authority, no further information
ralating to them will be shown in this report.

The total number of new commitments received in 1951 was 4 percent greater
than the number received in 1950, The 3,097 men committed in 1951 represent a
3.8 percent increase, and the 155 women an 11,5 percent inerease., Ths numbar
returned to prison for parole viclation was almest the same for each yéar,
sxcoapt that for the men there was 2 decreass in the number returned with a2
commitment for a new offense and an increase in the number returned for tech-
nical viclations.

h substantially larger number of parsons were raleased from the insti-
tutlons during 1951 than wers released in 1950, The totsel persona discharged
on expiration of sentence, parcled, died in prison. or were sxecuted represents

a Tipure which might be called the effective relesses. The total number of



Tabls 1

MOVEMERT OF fRISCH POPULATION

1950-1951
| 1950 _.i! 951
. | _...Men i _  Mem
Type of ectivity | Youth | Youth
Total| sqult |Author-|Women i Tobal| agu14 Lputhor- Homen
R - Aty L ' ity
|
;
| ;
Fopulation, January 1. .. .. 10,899 10,036] 545 318 i 11,598 10,692 581 | 325
Total received . _.......| 5,424 4,3941 827 203 5,451 | 4,426 807 218
. | ; .
New commitmente . ... ... | 3,122, 2,983 - 1139 3,252 3,097 - 155
Parola wiglators returned 904 | 867 - 37 301, 859 - 32
With new commitments 330, 382 - g 60| 345 - 11
Without new commiiments 51&j 435 - 29 g4l K20 | - 21
Escapes retuwrned . 57 47 - +0 1 53 Ads - 2
Returned from cowt . ... | 495 LB3 - 12 A0V 389 - 18
Returned {row State '
hospitals | 5 1 - 4 4 - - 4
Youth Authority
commitments .. B27 -| 827 - BO7 -1 807 -
All other . . .. ... 14, 13 - 14 27 27 - -
Total released . ... .. .. .. | 4,725 3,738] 791 196 3,110 | 4,149} 806 | 155
Discharged, expiration t | i
of santence . ... ... .. '?91i 783 - 8 I 985 82 - 3
Paroled . . . . . .. | 2,493{2,330] - | 163 I 2,761|2,646| - | 115
First parele . .. ... | 2,115 1,987 - 128 ; 2,304 2,282 - 82
Reparole.... .........| 378 343| = | 35+ 397 364] - | 23
DE6d . s 48y 47 - 1] 31 49 - -
Execubed . ... . ... 73 4 - - ]l &i & - -
Escaped | | 531 43 - 10 I| a2 53 - 9
Te court . . . . 496 485 - 11 1| 406 328 - 18
To State hospitals .. 32; 30| - 2 11 1] - ! 10
To Youth Aushority . 791 | - 791 - B - 806 | =
ALl other . . . . 14 13 - 1k 24, 24 - -
H
i
Populatiom, December 31 .. 111,598 10,602 | 581 325 111,939 10,?59i 582 | 3a8
\ |
Population increase .. . 6991 656, 36 7 1 31 277, 1 | 63




effective releases among the men in 1950 was 3,167, but in 1551 was 3,683, an
increase of over 16 percent. Conversely, there was a reduction in the number of
gffective releases of women; whereas 172 were released In 1950, there were only
118 releassd in 1951, or a reduction of over 30 percent.

The following tabulation shows the number and percentages of men released

both years by type of release.

T M R~
e E Humber ggrcent Humber___?ercenﬁ_ﬁ

Total effective releases | 3,67 | 100.0 | 3,683 | 100,0
Discharged at expiration _ . . 783 | 2.7 982 26,7
Wever paroled .. . . . | 30} 10,7 il 12.9
Returned to prison as *.r:i.c:].aw\‘,l:::r___| 3 7 1hO 508 13.8
Paroled . ... ... ... . 12,330 73.6 | 2,6U6 71.8
Died or executed . . . .. sh 1 L7 55 1+ 1,5

—_ — i i e ——— ! e pe—m — . —

It will be noted that in the above figures the proportion of releases by expiration
was 2 percent greater in 1951 than in 1950 and with & similar deerease in the
proportion released on parcle,

, The Californis Adult Authority administers the State?s indeterminate
sentence law. It fixes the terms of Imprisonment within the minimum and maxdimum
statutory provision and determines when men may be released on parole and when male
parclees may be declared parole violators, The Adult Authority also is adminis-
tratively responsible for the Bureau of Paroles, which eXercises supervision over
21l men on parcle. The movement of male parole population for the years 1950 and
1951 is shown in Table 2,

There was an increase in the total mumber under parole supsrvision during
the year 1951 of 266. However, the incresse in number of parclees supervised by
the Bureau of Parcles within the State of California increased 390, whereas the
mumber under supervision outside the State decreased by 12, In addition to the

3,39 men supervised by the Bursau of Paroles in California at the clese of the

-



Table 2

MOVEMFNT OF MALF PARULR POPULATION

1950-1551
: 1950 Lk 1951
? Supervised in i ' Supervicsed in
Type of Wovement ; {7 T TTiCustody at.ody
7 Total 1 oa13p, [Other “”ir"d"'l Totall paayp, Other |Cu§§nd;.r
states gaport H states; deport
| -

On parcle Jonuary 1. . ! 4,278 2,833 268

Total received on parole § 3,571 | 2,947 491

Paroled from prisen . | 2,330 |1,884 | 326

Reinastated after §
suspension . .. ... .. 195 134 51

By transfer (b} . 11,046 929 104

Total removed from perole | 3,442 | 2,781 519

Suspended . .. . | 1,121+ 997 110
Disgharged ... . . . . 1,2250) &05 332
Died . . .. R 50 43 7
By transfer Al | 1,046 | 936 70
On parole December 31 ... | 4,407 {3,004 840

Topulation change +129 1 +166 | 28 ;

(a) Includes 7 commutetions in 1950 and 2 in 1951.

(b} Ineludes ;i iterdistriot transf-rs.

= -

572 | 4,407 | 3,004

133 # 3,743 1 3,152
120 2,666 2,17

- | 195 152

12 || 9cd 629
|

U2 || 3,483 | 2,762
i

1, 1,222 | 1,074
88 31,308y 848

- 045 29
AQ ii 08 211
i
|
563 L 4,673 | 3,394 |
|

-9 | +2661 +390

i

840

261
345 |

43

73

545
141
339
15
a0
756

-84,

|
f
i
|

563

136

130

fa |

176

121
&7

523
=40




year, there were also 628 men being pupervised by the Bureau who were on parole
from other states so that the total number of men under the direct supervision of
the Bureau was 4,022 on December 31, 1951.

The percentage of the men who wers relessed on psrole to supervision within
California was 80.9 during 1950, bub inereased in 1951 to 82,1 percent. A totsl of
13,0 percent of the 1951 parcles was released to supervision in other states, and
4.9 percant wam paroled to custody or to the United States Immigration Service for
deportation.

The pumber of men removed fram parole during 1951 was 2,575. Of these,
1,222, or L7.5 percent were declared violstors and had their parocles suspended;
1,308, or 50.8 psrcant, were discharged from parole; and 45, or 1.7 percent, died
while on parsle. Of those suparvised within the State of Californis, suspensions
aceounted for 55,0 percent of the removals from paercle; but of those cutside the
Stats, suapensions accounted for 23.7 parcent.

The Board of Trustees of the California Institution for Woman exercises the
same power with respect to sentence and parcle for women that the Adult Authority
does for the men. They also are responsible for the parole supervision of all
women paroled from the Cellfornia Institution for Women, The parole populaticn
movemett for the yeara 1990 and 1951 is shown in Table 3 for the women. The number
of women under supervision of parcle officers increased from 226 to 244 during
1951, Of the 115 paroled during 1951, 99, or 86.1 percent, were released to
supervision in California, as compared with 85.7 percent in 1550. The number of
women parcled by other states but supervised by the womsn parole officers of

Califrrnia waa 20 on December 31, 1951,



1950-1951
: 1950 i 1951
! I Supervised in Supervised in
Type of movement I Total |77 T [GEHer || Total |- | Otler
i Calif. | qentes Callf, | mpates
[P — . e mr—— o ———— e e A — I R e ;
| |
On parole January 1. . | 165 143 22 226 188 1 38
£
if
|
Total recsived on »arole ... | 195 166 29 } 155 134 21
Paroled frou prisen . | 153 138 25 [ ous o099 16
Reinstated after suspension 17 17 - 23 22 1
By transfer_. . ... . 15 11 4 { 17 13 4
Total romoved from marola . 134 : 121 13§ 137 119 18
: F
Suspended ... 1 & | & 1 'i 59 | 54 ! 5
Discharged . .. . .. ...l 57 45 By 5 48 1n
Died .. ... . . . ...t = - - b2 2 >
By trensfer : 15 15 - § @ 15 2
: [
! l
{n parole December 31 o7 226 148 3\ 244 203 41
j |
Population change .. .1 *+A1 45 t16 | +18 +15 +3

Table 3
MOVEMTNT oF WOME PARDLE POPULAT IO




FRISONERS RFCEIVED FROM COURT

Information relating to offense, arsa of commitment, age, race, and prior
criminal record is presentad in the next six tables for the new admissions of both

men and woemen received during each of the years 1950 and 1951.

Offense Groups

The offense distributions are shown in Table 4. Among the men the most
striking change in the number and proportion committed ia found in the narcotic
group.  The setusl number of men committed in 1951 was more than double the number
committed in 1950, and the proportion of the total commitments rose from 5.6
percent in the first year to 11,5 pérCEnt in the last year, Other changes in the
pffense composition of the men indicate 8 reductlon in murder firsﬁ commltinenta,
in rebbery first commitments, in theft except aute, in raps, and in escape compmit-
ments, Aside from narcetic offenders, there seemed to be no other offenses that
showsd a materisl increass in the number committed during 19351.

As in the case of the man, the number of women narcotic offendars committed
in 1951 more than doubled the number committed in 1950, with the percentage
changing from 11.5 percent of total commitments in 1950 to 21.9 percent in 1951,

There was a drop in the percentage of women committed for thefi execept suto.

County or Aresn of Commitment

The ten counties of Southarn.califurnia accounted for 54.2 percent of the
men committed to prison in 1951, although the percentags from these counties was
only 4%9.8 ip 1950, There was less difference between the two years among the women
comnitted from Southern California, the percentage being 53.9 percent in 1950 and

53.5 percernt in 1951,



Table 4

OFECHESE GROURS
Prizoners Received From Court

Offense

|

Total priscusra
received .. .. ...

Homiecide |

Murder lat

Murder 2nd .
h&ﬂalaUEhtEP
Manslaughter by vehicle

Robhrery ... ...

A e ”..:
Robthery 2nd . . ... ...
Other.

Assgult

Burglary .

Burglary st .

Birplary 2nd O

Other . . o e
Theft, exc¢ept auto. ..
Suto theft
Porgery end checks . . .

BAPE o

Other sex offonses .””_i

Barcoticas ... ..
Escape frowm jall or caop

Habitual eriminal ... . ...

—
|
|
|
I

A1 other L.

2,583

152 ¢

53

51
46

2
492

318
135

589

149
168

117

88 i

1950-1951
TMen . vMowen
1950 ! 1951 1950 1931
Number 'Perceant Humber'Parcent_Humher;?grcent Munher [Fercent
| . |
! é | i |
{ 100,0 {3,097 | 100.0 2 139 | 100,0 | 155 | 100,0
| | | | |
sl 1338 43| 17 2,2 | 22 14,2
bose] 334 11 1 07} 2 ¢ 1.3
17 s8] L9 4 | A9 6 1 39
15 36 1.1 12 8.6 | 14 9.0
0.1 & 0.2 = - - -
i |
16,5 | 462 | 14.9 g 58 6 1 3.9
10,7 288 1 93l 6 POV T B -
4-5 M? ‘{Pl? ] 2 lizlr 1 I::II\I,-;I|I
1.3 2? [ Gtg | - - - -
I
3.1 15| 3.7 lr & 5.8 4 2,6
|
i 20.5 | 627 20| 12 | 8,6} 10 W)
. 2,6 ay 28h 3 | 22 1 0.6
17,0: 519 | 6,8 8 5.7 9 5¢8
b 0,9 21 o7 1 0.7 - -
i 9,4 | 254 | 82| 25 | 10| 17 | 110
1 é
5.1 136 5.0 2 1.4 1 0.6
[ 'I
19,7 | 601 | 29.4 ? Al 29,5 | 48 | 1.0
2.9 &6 2,11 - i - - -
5.0 | 160 5,21 1 0.7 4 2.6
5.6 | 355 | 1n5| 16 w5 34 | 2L9
3.9 84| 27§ 3 2,2 | 3 1.9
0,2 2 0,1 H - - - -
i j . |
3.0 82 2.6 & 4e3 1 & - 3.9

]



Probably & more exact comparison of change in number of commitments from

the different gsographical aress of the State can be gained by knowing the number
of commitments per hundred-thousand population, see Table 5. For the State as a
whole, thers was little change between the two y=ars, For ths msle commitmentz
the rate per hundred-thousand State population in 1950 was 28.2 and in 1951, 28.1.
However, notable inereases in rate are to be observed in Los Angeles County and in
Zan Francisco County, and & marked decrsase in the rate of commitments from the
San Jpaquin Valley counties. The increase in San Francisco County, from 25.8 in
1950 to A3.5 in 1951, is due chiefly to the increase in narcotic commitments from
that area, The intcrsease in this county is also very marked among the women and
for the game offense, The reason is not sc clear for the marked decreases among
both men and women in the rate of commitments from the seven San Joaguin Valley
countien.

The ratic of men committad per 100,000 population is shown in Table 54 for
bhoth years, by county, for all counties having a population of over 50,000, It
will be seen from these data that there asre marked differences in the rates of
commitment between the two years in a large number of individusl counties. In
San Jpagquin County the rate dropped more than 50 percent and dsereased nearly
that much in Riverside and Kern Countles. On the other hand, in Sants Cruz County
the rate inecreased more than 50 percent as well as in Santa Barbare and Crange
Countlies. In San Francisee County, as haz already been noted, the rate incresased
from 25.8 to 43.59. Thers are marked differences among several other counties,.
What the reason mey be for these rather striking changes is not known. Whether
publie sttitudes change with respset to certain offenses from year to year and
whether thess changes are reflacted in marked increases or decreases in the number
nommitted to priscon will be difficult te determine, but sueh fluctuations &8s are

known to have acourred should be the subject of further study.

~11-



Table 5

COUNTY OR AREA OF COMfITHENT

County or
ares of commitment

1950
Total .. ... ... .

Southern ﬂalifarnia."”.j
!
i
|

Lo Angeles | -
3 other counbies . .

San Francisco Bey Area |

San Franciszeo ... ...
Alameds . . . ... ..
7 other countles . .. .

Balanea of State . ...
10 Sgeramento Velley.
7 San Joaquin Valley.
22 other gounties . ..

1951

Totel .. . . ... ..

Southern California.. .. .
Loz Angeles . .
9 pther counties. . .

San Francisco Bay Area
San Franciseo
Alameds
7 other countiaes

Balanece of State . .
10 Sacramento Valley
T San Joaquin Valley
22 other countiss .

!
4

Prizoners Received From Cowrt
19501951
— —ét;t ; B _—-_-.:-:-::—;—_—_'::;-..-';r--:. - T:.—:m'i_—__—.z‘m.::::;::;:::—ﬁ——._,_
__population® fen i Homen!
1 | Rumber | Tmber
luther :
in par per
th |Percent (Number [Percent 1DG,GGDlHumher Percent 100,000
E;F i popila-| popula-
sends | | tion | | tdon
E
s |
i. H
10,5861 100,0 | 2,983| 100,0 | 28,2 | 139 | 100.0 | 1.3
4el521 39.2 9241 31,0 | 22,5 39 23,0 | 0,9
1,720 16.% 561) 18,8 | 31.5 36 25,9 | 2,0
2,681 25,3 | 5291 19.7 | 22,0 | 29 | 20,9 | 1.1
TI51 T3 200] 6,7 | 25.8 10 7.2 b 1,3
70| 7.0 1711 5,7 | 23,1 1¢ 7.2 | 1.4
1,166 ll-ﬂ :?.1,8 ?-3 18-? 9 '&IS Gtg
1,9731 18,7 90| 30.5 | 46.1 35 25,2 | 1,8
58 5.3 | 172| 5.8 308 | 9 .5 | 1.6
ol 8,6 582 | 19,5 | 64.2 19 13,7 | 2.1
I H
e
11,030] 100.0 | 3,097| 00,0 { 28,1 | 155 | 100,0 | L4
. i
6,241] 56,6 | 1,680| 54.2 ; 26.9 83 53,5 | 1.3
w361l 3905 | Luz) ol 263 | 55 | 3.5 | L2
1,880;  17.1 £330 17.2 | 28,4 28 18,0 | 1.5
2,721 24.8 é521 21,1} 23,7 48 3,0 | 1.8
7527 6,8 3271 10,6 1 43.5 26 | 16,8 | 3.5
?&2 6-? 139 F II-‘E 130? 9 ; 548 112
1,248] 11.3 186¢ 6.0 | 14,8 13 8.4 | 1,0
2,047 18.5 651 24,7 | Ik 24 15,5 | 1.2
589 5.4 187] 6.0 | 31.7 6 3,9 | .0
o28| .4 37| 12,5 E 1.7 11 7,1 | 1.2
530| 4.8 191 6,2 36,0 | 7 LeS | 8.5

# Imited States Dureau of Census, April 1, 1950,
California Taxpayers! Association, The Tax Digest, February, 1954.
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Tabls 5A

RATIQ OF MALE COMMITMEMTS PER 100,000 PLPULATION BY COINTY
Counties With Over 50,000 Population

1950-1951
S e s ; e e
- LT
i i Nunber - Humber
County of commitment(l) | itiiz_ Number | per ;Enggiga . Humber per
ltgogﬁﬂ-in of men | 100,000% oLl | of men | 100,000
jthousands|cﬂmmitted ngzia— ip thote commltted% Pi?gia_
S J ! e mands 1L
;' |
Total . . ; 10,586 | 2,983 28,2 11,030 3,097 28,1
Toperial .. ... ... ..t 63 &7 | 106.3 57 62 | 1088
Senta Cruz .| 67 29 | 43,3 65 45 69.2
Mereed. . ... % 70 55 | oag g 71 38 53.5
Tulare . . ... ... 1 149 91 | 61,1 147 69 46,9
San Joaquin .. ...} 201 179 89.1 211 93 A
i
San Franclsco ; 75 200 ng.8 I 752 327 43.5
greimmm | 2’#; 182 Eg.g 283 1%3 Al-g
anta ra 9 1l 1&, 102 37.
Riverside , . .. 170 105 61,8 168 56 33,3
Venbwrs 135 3l 27.0 120 37 20,8
I
orange .. .. 216 26 | 13.0 ;237 70 | 29.5
MOnLerey ..o | 130 45 | 35. 1 132 38 | 28,8
Stanislaus . . ... . 12 32 25,2} 130 37 ! 28,9
Los dngeles. . .........& 4152 94 22.5 L 4,361 1,147 26.3
Humboldt . 69 15 21.7 76 20 2643
i
Sen Bernardino . 282 (2% 22,3 i 300 71l 23,7
Solano ... ... 105 36 34.3 110 26 23,6
Kern . 228 93 40,8 | 223 54 gg.i
Butbe o 5 13 20,0 | 5 15 .
San Diega . .. T 557 11 | 25,3 o7 139 | 22,9
3acrawento 257 52 18,8 303 69 22,8
Alameda .. ... 740 171 23,1 742 139 18,7
Contre Costa 299 72 24,1 315 57 13,1
Sants Clara . . | 201 60 20,6 ¢ 320 55 17,2
San Luis Oblspe | 50 18 35,3 | 56 6 10,7
Ban Mateo ... .. . . 236 24 10,2 * 259 24 2.3
Mardn g6 9 16,5 . a7 7 2.0
Sonowa . i03 11 b 10,7 107 3 Tad
Remaining 30 counties '@ 588 214 ¢ 3644 b 614 234 | 38,1

{1} Listed in order of descending ratio values for 1951,
(2) Tnited States Buresu of Census, April 1, 1950,
Califeornia Taxnayers! Assceclation, The Tax Dlgest, February, 1952,
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Age abt Admisaion

There was a slight shifi to a lower age distribution in those committed to
prigon in 1951 as compared with 1950 for both men and women. The median age for
men changed from 30.5 years in 1950 to 29.7 in 1951 and for the women, from 30.8
ta 29.5 years., The age data presented in Tahle & indicate further that for the men
the propertion under 25 at the time of admission ineressed from 26.7 percent in
1550 to 27.8 percent in 1%51. In the cass of the women, however, the p=rcentapge
under 25 years actually decreased from 26.6 in 1950 to 23.8 in 1951, The number of
women in the age group 25-29 showed a marked rise, Although this group composed

only 20 percent of the women in 1950, it accounted for 29 parcent of those committed

in 1951.

There was a siight shift in raecilal distribvution of 1951 admissions as com-
pared with those recelved in 1950 (Table 7)., Among the men the proportion of
Kexicans and KHegroes increoased, while the proportion of whites decreased, Awmong
the womsn there was an incresse in the Negro group, a decrease in the white, and
no change in the proporticn classed as Mexicans. Although Negroes accounted for
only one-{ifth of the total commitments among the men, they composed nearly one-

third of the commitowents of women,

Prior Criminal Record

Tha prior ecriminal record of ecach man committed to prison is carefully
classifiad from the identification records received from the Fedaral Bureau of
Investigation and the State Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation
end from the informetion made available in the recepbion-guidance centers by
interviewa with the man, Table & shows the classification of the admissions of

hoth 1950 and 1951 according to type of prior criminal records. Thare were fewer



Age st edmisslon
in years

Table &

AGE AT ADMISSION
Prisoners Recaived From Courd
195C0=1951

Women

1550

1

Humbar

Parcent

1950

1951

Humber

Percenﬂ

Number

Ferceant

Total prisoners

recedved

Under 20 ..
1527
8

19

2024 | e
AL o e

5 S

Rl

L
30=3&
35-39 .
A0-4n
45=49
5054
o=89
60 and over .

Medign mge .

Fercent under 25 .

2,983
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Table 7

RACE
Prisoners Received From Court
1950-1951
i - Men F omen N
e 1950 T T 1 19,
_____ _Number .Percent | Number |Parcent ; Humber ;FPercent | Number [Percent___
Total . .. 2,953 1000 3,097 1000 139 1000 | 155 100,0
f
Wnite .. ...| 1,955 | 6€5.5 | 1,90 | 6l.4 | 87 | 62.6 | 9 53,1
Mexiean . . 415 13.9 496 18,0 g 5.8 g 5.8
Negro.. ... .. 557 18,7 616 19,9 38 27.3 51 32.2
A1l other 56 1.9 85 2.7 6 ha3 5 3.2
Indian . 24 0.8 22 0.7 b 43 & 2.6
chinESE . ]lelv D|5 33 lll - - - -
Japanesae 5 0.2 2 0.1 - - - -
Hawaiisn 3 0.1 L 0.1 - - 1 0.6
Filipine 10 0.3 i7 0,5 | - - - -
__Other. .., = | - 7 Q0.2 F - i - = -
Table B
FRIOR CRIMINAL RWCORD
Prisoners Received From Court
1950-1951
————— v _.__;:E. - o - —
Type of commitment 1950 19351 ___! 1350 s
___| unber [Forcent Number (Parcent [fmbor /Pereont | Runbsr | Percent
|
Total prisoners i [ |
received .. . . ..| 2,983 | 100.0 |3,097 @ 100.0 [ 139 | 100.0 | 155 | 100.0
No prior commitment . .. 617 20,7 545 17.6 I 38,9 76 1 49.1
Prior jail or |
juvenils only .. ... .. | 1,266 hadad | 1,429 L6.1 A3 45.3 58 | 37.L
Fricr prison ' |
commitment . . .| 1,100 | 369 (1,123 | 36,3 § =22 | 15.8 | 21 | 13.5
One prison ... | 585 | 19.6 | 624 | 2011 18| 3.0} u | 9.0
Two prison @ -1 R%0 9.7 ¢ 271 8,8 2 1.4 7 1 L
Three or ; ! i
more prisom..... .. .- 225 7.6 | 228 ' T4 g 2 b 1.0 - -
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men committad in 1951 who had no prior record for a c¢riminal offense than in 195G,
17.6 parcant as compared with 20,7 pesrcent. In 1951 an incresss occurrad in the
parcentage of thoss who had prior misdsmeansr or juvanile records, 46,1 &3 con-
trasted with 42.4 in 1950, When greater care i1s used in the selection of men who
are granted probation, the numbers committed to prison show a smalleé proportion
with ne prior criminal record.

The data relating to women ahow a considerable decrease in the amount of
previous criminal experience in the 1951 group as compared with the 1950, The fact
that the number of womenh committed is relatively small offseta to some extent the
aignificance of the rather marked difference that is cheerved from the data in
Table 2. The women committed on narcotic charges in 1951 showed a much higher pro-
portion having no prior record than those received in 195¢. This accounts for more
than half of the differance between the 38.9 percentage shown in 1950 and the 49.1

parcentage shown in 1951.
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RELEASES FROM PRISON

The naxt three tables, Tables 9, 10, and 11, present data for both 1950 and
1951 showing time served in prison for the men who were paroled for the first time,

who were reparoled, and who were releassd from prison upon expiration of sentence,

Men Papoled for First Tima

The number of men released cn parole for the first time in 1950 and 1951,
the median time served befors release in months, and the ranges of the middle
four-fifths of the cases in asch offense group is shown in Table 9. The median

time served for all men released in 1951 wes 30 months as compared with 27 months

in 1950.

As will be noted in Table 9, there are soms variations in time served bstween
the two years among the different offense groups. Whila the wajor groups show an
increase of from twe to four months in median time served, less time served was
indicated for those who had been committed for murder 2nd, rape, and escape from
Jail. There was no change whatsosver in median time served for those committed for

aute theft and forgery.

Men Reparoled

There were 364 men released from prison in 1951 who had previously been
parcled at least once before on their current sentences. Slightly less than half
of these had been returnad as violators with a new commitment, and the remainder
had been returned as technical violateors. Obvlously, upon re-relsase the man who
had begen returned with a new commitment would serve & longer period of time than

would the technical violator, Table 10. Those reparoled after 8 new commitment

-18-



Table 9

OFFENSE AND TIME SERVED IN FRISON
Male Prisoners Parcled for the First Time
1350-1951

Only offense groups with more than 2% cases have been shown

] 1950 et
E Tine served | " Time served
OFF : b in months A Numb E in monthe .
e ?uma:rs Range of || o ca:zs i Rangs of
| 91 CHES8% 1 Median | middle Median | middle
5 | 8UF ) 80%
e 1 - [
Total first t i
parcles. . . . .. ... 1,987 27 18-51 : 2,282 ! 30 18-56
Murder lst .. ... . 27 150 | 120264 4 4k 160 | 120-200
Murder 2nd . ... 27 6l 39-89 | L1 59 L6-8L
VManslaughter 51 30 16~51 i 56 P33 2h-hb
Robbery lst ... .. .. 230 36 24-57 || 301 39 30-60
Rebbery 2nd . 115 28 18-47 E 1l a0 18-4L4
1
Assault with i
deadly weapon ... .. 73 26 16-41 80 30 13-42
Burglary lst .. ... .. 73 32 24-50 %1 71 l 36 2750
Burglary 2nd .. . 311 27 18-41 i| 350 30 18-42
Grand theft, ﬂ
except auto. ... . . ... 132 25 18-3% |i 129 27 18-36
Auto theft .. .. .. 102 2 17-33 i 96 2L 18-36
i
Forgery and checks 415 2k 15-36 i Lbb 2h 15-36
Rape . , . 54 48 18-97 . 53 39 18-90
Lewd and i
lascivicus conduct . 56 L2 28=74 | &5 L2 2689
Harcoties . ... ... 68 24 18-33 i 90 2y 18-36
Becape freom jesil 38 21 14-27 | 40 18 13-33
|
All other . | 209 - - | 259 - -
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served 39 months bafore relesss in 1950 and L2 months in 1951, Those returned for
technical viclations snd reparcled showed a median time served of 16 months in

1950 angd 13 months in 1951,

Table 10

TIME SERVED AS VIOLATOR BRFORW REPAROLE
Male Friscners Reparoled

1§50-1951
CJMse A s .
Time served i Time served
Numbep | iR TOnths  do 4 .| in months
Type of parole of Range ﬂfl af l iRange of
! iMedian | middls ! Median] middls
: gasag 1 CaS=l
e 5 _lsog 80%
] __'
! ]

Total .. . ... .1 s - - s - -
bfter return with new commitment .| 149 39 30mb5 178 | 42 33=-0
After return withoub new commitment| 194 | 16 { 7-30 | 186 | 13 7-32

- L _ | ! —

Men RHeleas=d Upon Fxpiration of Sentence

The time served befere relesse of those men discharged during 1950 and 1991
upon expiration of sentence 1s gshown in Table 1l. Thers are thres types of =x-
piration indicated, those discharged from priscn who had never been paroled, these
discharged after return ae parole vwiolators with new commitments, and those dis-—
charged after return as technical violators of parole, The first group served
their entire term in prison and accounted for 43 percent of all expirations in
1950 and 48 percent in 1951, The median time served for this group was 24, menths
in each year. The second group of expirations who had been returned as vielators
with 2 new commitment was relatively small, only 31 cases in 1950 and 45 in 1951,

and served median times of 42 and 43 months, respectively. The third group of
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expirations, those who had been returned to prisen for technical viclations, had a
median time served, from time of return until expiration, of 18 monthaz in 1950 and
20 months in 1951,

In Table 9 it was pointed out that the median time served for those released
on parole for the first time was 30 months, whereas in Table 11 it is seen that
those who served their complete sentsnce and were never paroled the time served

was 24 momths.

Table 1}

TIME SERVED IN PRISCH
¥alen Released from Frison on Bepiration of Sentence

1550-1951
- T T e T T
Time served Time zerved
Type of release Number | _  in months Number | __in months o
! of cases Range of | of cases ] Ranpe of
i Median middle Median middie
R _ S S
Totel ... ... 783 - - | sge - 4y -
Firat release . . . . Lo 2l 12-45 Ltk i 2h 1250
Burglary 2nd .. ... 1% 2l 15=£1 61 a0 18=L4
Grand theft = . | 13 oo2h 18-L6 33 0 13-413
Petty thelt & prior . | 33 E 2L 12-30 50 21 12-32
Auto theft ... . | 27 foo2l 15=37 | 33 2l 18-36
Forgery & checks . l 62 o2 16-38 70 2L 1843
Bscape ... ...} U3 18 12=24 || 97 18 12-30
All other ... ...l 87 - - i 130 ~ -
i
ftelease after return i E
&3 parole violateor i A3 - E - 508 i - -
[ !
With new cormitment . 31 W2 3073 L5 i h3  p 30-57
Without new commitment 112 14 E 10=27 | k; 20 L 1130

—_—_ e o adagn e e e e e i i A o e — o
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PARCLERS RRTURNED 10 PRISON

The number of men returned toc prison as parcle violetors was 867 in 1950 and
869 in 1951, {Table 12). In 1950 the proportion returned with & new commitment was
43,6 percent. The percentage decressed slightly to 40.3 psrcent for those returned
with & new commitmant in 1951. Conversely, there was a slight increase in the
proportion returned without a new commitment in 1951. Table 12 indicates that
this inerease was all in that group who were returned without & new commitment but
who, while on parels, had been convicted of a oriminal charge and served a prison

sentence outaide of Cglifornia or & Jail sentence. In other-words, although there

Table 12

STATUS AT TIME OF ERTURN AKD TIME SERVED ON FAROLE
Male Parcle Vinlators Heturned to Priason

1950-1951
1950 __J 1951
) :Median time | Median time
Statns at time ! sgrved on sarved cn
of Teturn Number {Percent| parole Number |Percent| parcle
before wiol. before vigl.
e S O 2 in months
Tetal . ... .| 867 100.0 6.8 864 ) 100,0 6.8
Returned with I
new commitment 378 43.56 7.1 L 350 40.3 f.6
Returned without i | ;
After conviction
and sentence . ... | 218 { 25.1 6.5 258 29,7 8.4
Aftar criminal charge
but no conviction 159 18.3 7.5 | 164 18,9 6.3
No eriminal echarge - i
technleal violatien ¢ 112 13.0 : 4.5 97 11,1 ¢ 6.0
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were less returns for a new felony commitment, there was no decrsase in 1951 in
the proportion who had been convicted and sentenced for a crime while on parole.

For those returned to prison, the median time served on parcie to the point
of being declared a viclator was the same for each year, 6,8 months. However,
there wag a shift from 1950 to 1951 in that the time on parcle for those returned
with a2 new commitment dropped from 7.1 to 6.6 months; and for those returned without

a new commitment, it rose from 6.7 monthas to 7.0 months,
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PARQLE SUSPRNSIONS

The number of male parclanss suspended, hoth during 1950 apd 195}, is shown
in Table 12} according to the type or reason for suspension and grouped to indicate
if the man was serving on his first parole or was on reparole. There are four
Lypes or reasons for suspensicons designated, i.e., felony charge, misdemeanor
charge, absconded from parole or commonly called PVAL, and technical suspensions.

fn increase oceurred both in the number and percent of those suspended for
teshnical reasons and for misdemeanor charges in 199%1 as compared with 1950,
Thrre were also fewer persons suspended as PVAL'a in 1951, Very little change is
12 be noted in the proportion euspended on felony charges. The same differences
ere noted when the total number of parole suspensions is classified into firat
Faroles and reparocles,

The median time served on parcle to auspenision increased for the firsi-parole
group end dscrsassd for the reparcle group between the 1950 and the 1951 years.

For the total parcles, it was 7.0 menths in 1950 and 7.3 months in 1951,



Table 13

REASON T'OR SUSPENSION AND TIIE SERVED ON PARCLE
Male Parolees Suspended from Farcle

1950-1951
T o Lz:zﬁgigifégfclagﬂm - 13t Pafaié?.j?i:: Rﬂpaggiq;'___
! Median !
Reason for ! Humber time ! Number YNumber |
suspension . of Percent | served of | Percent of | FPercent
i cages in =ascs Oa5SaS
_____________ _ : months _ ; i
1950 | : ; |
¢ [ ] K I
Total 1,121 ¢ 100,0 | 7.0 899 | 100.0 | 222 | 100.0
I [
Tuchnieal | ... 63 5:6 6,8 53 5.2 1 10 | Lo
Araconded - WAL ;18 37.3 Sl 316 35.1 102 1 L.
Or1iminal charge _! aho 57.1 8.0 530 c3.0 110 ’ L5.6
i
Median time on '
rarole in months 7.0 - - T.2 - £.2 -
H |
|
1951 |
Total . .. . { 1,222 | 100,0 | 7.3 978 | 100,0 | a2hy ; 100,0
Technical b 10k 1 8.5 Bl 92 Pl 12 | Lo
i ;
Absconded - PYAL 1 389 1 31.8 c.8 310 31.7 7?0 32
Criminal charge 729 ! 92,7 8.0 CY6 c8.9 ! 153 { 62.7
| i
Median time on ! i I
parcle in menths T+3 - J - i - 1 5.7 % -
' Lo e o
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MEN DISCHARGED FEOM PAROLE

The median time served on parole for those whe successfully completed their
first parclss and were discharged was 24 months for both the discharges of 1950 and
of 1951, Teble 1lh. Those who complated their paroles after being reiurned
without a new commitment and were reparoled served a3 median time of 19 monthe in
1950 and 18 months in 1951 from reparcle to discharge. For those repsroled after
return with a new commitment, the median time served to discharge was 28,5 months
for the 1950 group and 27.5 for the 1951 group.

Table 15 is presented for the first time to give some indication of the

‘L2 served from parole to discharge for first parolees, by offense groupa. There

Table 1)

TYFE OF PAROLE AND TIME SERVED BEFORE LISCHARGE
Mala Parolees Discharged from Parals

1950-1951
1950 ) 1951 o
; Kedlan || { | Hedian
Type of parol time tima
ype O parole Humber . Percent | served Numbey | Percent | served
in i ;  in
. th
S R months 4 [ ......modths
i
Total ... . . .. ... | 1,225 100.( - L 1,308 100.8 -
First parcle . ... .. .1 1,073 B87.6 24 1,168 £%.3 24
[ H
Reparole y a ! | |
| .
Returned with } !
New commitment ... ... .1 LA 3.9 2B.5 1) L.3 1 27.5
Returned without b
new gommitment . .. ... 97 7.9 19 | a2 6.3 18
|
Commutations or pardons. | T 0.6 | - 2 0.1 | -
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Table 15

OFFFNSE AND TIME S"RVED ON PARDLE BEFQRE DISCHARGE
Male Parolees Discharged from First Parcle
1950-1951

Unly offense groupm with mors than 25 cases sach year have been shown

—

___1951-“

1950 L
Time served Time served
Offenge Hurbar in months Yumber in months
of Range of of | Range of
cases Medien middle casen Median middle
_ 80% 80%___
|
Total .. ....| 1,073 | 2 1548 5! 1,168 | 2k 15-60
Yunalaughter, negl, 41 25 20-30 ‘ Ih 24 18-30
Teary Ast 102 31 28-78 124 33 23-120
Ltvwoery 2nd . . L 83 24 28-36 76 Haa3 16-96
Iaranlt with
teadly weapon 65 24 17-32 57 28 13-30
Duelsry st L2 25.5 17-36 47 30 16-117
gurglary 2nd ih4 2h.5 18-84, 176 i 15-34
Grand theft,
except auto . A 22 12-30 8L, 21 15-30
Auto theft 60 18 10-25 59 20 12-24
Forgery and checks . 139 23 13-43 174 22 15-30
il
Rape .. . 52 32 286-60 &6 | 36 22147
Lewd and E
lascivious canduct.“l 53 36 28-83 i 63 aa 27-113
' " |
All other ... .. . | 228 - - . 218 - ~
7] o R
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wara some chanpes in the mediap time served by the various offense groups as
between the two years, The Ltime serwed for robbery first ross from 31 to
33 months; for turglary first, from 25.5 to 30 months; for aute theft, from
18 to 20 months; for rape, from 32 to 36 months; and for lewd and lascivious
gconduct with a child under 1 years, from 36 to 38 months. In the other offenses,
the change was not aver one month and in several instances showed a decrease.

The median was 2] months for each of the two years, and inasmuch as this
is the first time that the data contained in this table has been presented, the

abaove noted differences are not sufficient teo show any trend or change.
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